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The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take 
place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word of God and to 
the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 
(Revelation 1:1–3) 
 
Introductory Material 
 

● Author: John  
● Date: traditionally 90-95 AD 
● Title: Revelation: the apocalypsis  
● Audience: 7 churches  
● Context: false teaching, persecution, moral compromise, spiritual complacency 
● Premise: call to persevere and conquer (Nike) 

 
7 Arguments 
 
1. Through his sacrificial death, Jesus Christ has conquered Satan and redeemed people from every 

nation to become a kingdom of priests. 
 

2. Jesus is present among His churches through the Spirit. He knows their trials, triumphs, & failures. 
 
3. World history, including its disasters, is under the control of God. He is presently holding back his 

wrath and preventing His enemies’ efforts to destroy the church.  
 
4. Present disasters are warnings of increasing judgments to come. 
 
5. Believers will continue their faithful testimony even to death. They will conquer both the dragon and 

the beast. The martyrs’ victory is now hidden, but it will be obvious when Christ returns. 
 
6. Satan attacks the church’s perseverance and purity through persecution, deceptive teaching, and the 

temptations of wealth and sensual pleasure. 
 
7. At the end of the age, the church’s opponents will increase their persecution. Jesus, the triumphant 

King, will defeat & destroy all his enemies. The old heaven & earth, marked by sin & suffering, will be 
replaced by a new heaven & earth. The church will be presented as a pure bride to her husband. 

 
Revelation unveils the unseen spiritual war in which the church is engaged: the cosmic conflict between God 
and his Christ on the one hand, and Satan and his evil allies (both demonic and human) on the other. In this 
conflict, Jesus the Lamb has already won the decisive victory through his sacrificial death, but his church 
continues to be assaulted by the dragon, in its death-throes, through persecution, false teaching, and the 
allure of material affluence and cultural approval. By revealing the spiritual realities lying behind the 
church’s trials and temptations during the time between Christ’s first and second comings, and by 
dramatically affirming the certainty of Christ’s triumph in the new heaven and earth, the visions granted to 
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John both warn the church any fortify it to endure suffering and to stay pure from the defiling enticements of 
the present world order. (ESV Study Bible) 
7 Interpretive Questions 
 
What's the deal with the genre? 
 
What type of literature is Revelation? 
1. Prophetic 
2. Apocalyptic 
3. Epistolary 
 
Why is genre important? 

  
 
What are some distinctives of apocalyptic literature?  
 
1. what the word means: apocalypsis: unveiling, uncovering, disclosure 

 
2. although difficult for us, this genre would have been very familiar to residents of the 1st century  
 
3. it tends to be highly symbolic.  
 
4. it contains cosmic, cataclysmic imagery 
 
5. it contrasts two opposing forces: God and Satan, good and evil  
 
6. you see in Revelation in particular a series of counter-images.  
 
7. the purpose: comfort, encouragement, and warning 
 
 
What's the deal with the timing? 
 
1. Historicism: interprets the events of the book as occurring throughout the history of the Christian 

church from apostles to the new heavens & earth 
 
For example: the beast in Revelation might refer to someone during the medieval period. 
 

2. Futurism: views the events as representing events still to come in the future 
 
For example: the beast in Revelation refers to a future “anti-Christ” figure 
 
Dispensational vs. classical or historical 

 
3. Preterism (Latin for "the thing that is past"): see these events as having taken place in the first 

century (typically by 70AD with the destruction of the temple).  
 

For example: the beast refers to the Roman Emperor demanding Christians worship him 
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Partial vs. full preterism 
 
 

4. Idealism: interprets the events as symbols always occurring throughout the history of the church.  
 
For example: the beast in Revelation doesn't refer to only one person in particular, but rather refer to 

the reality that there are always rulers who persecute Christ’s church 
 

5. Eclecticism - The eclectic or “mixed” reading takes elements of each of the above 
 
 
What's the deal with the judgments? 
 
What judgments? 

● Chapters 6-8: 7 seals 
● Chapter 8-9: 7 trumpets 
● Chapter 16: 7 bowls 

 
Are these progressive and linear or recapitulative and repetitive? 

  
● 12:1–6 portrays the defeat of the dragon in its desire to destroy the child of the heavenly woman (vv. 

1–5) followed by her flight for safety into the wilderness (v. 6) for 1260 days 
 

● 12:7–17 again portrays the defeat of the dragon, now in its desire to accuse believers (vv. 7–12), 
followed by the heavenly woman’s flight for safety into the wilderness (vv. 13–17) for a time, times, 
and half a time  
 

● 6:12–17 shows the shaking of earth & sky, so that the stars are cast to earth as by a great wind; 
then 7:1–8 shows angels restraining the winds; & later, John sees stars still in the sky (8:12) 

 
● Other examples of this in Scripture: creation account, Joseph's dreams, Pharaoh's dreams 

 
● Children's toy images: train and dolls 

 
 
 
What's the deal with symbols? 
 
Use of symbols:  
 
● Jesus is portrayed as a lamb, churches are portrayed as lamps, & Satan is portrayed as a dragon. 

 
● The chief interpretive question is what the symbols refer to.  

 
● A helpful hint for interpreting the symbols: the more familiar you are with the nature of apocalyptic 

literature and the OT, the better. 
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● Come back next week!!! 
 
 
 
 
What's the deal with numbers? 
 
Use of numbers: within Revelation in particular, numbers are very symbolic.  
 
● 7: churches, spirits, golden lampstands, stars, seals, horns and eyes, trumpets, thunders, signs, 

crowns, plagues, golden bowls, city on 7 mountains/hills (Rome) & kings 
o more subtle: 7 blessings (blessed is the one…)  

 
● 4: 4 angels at 4 corners of the earth holding back 4 winds (ch 7) 

o Subtle: peoples, tribes, nations, languages  
o Also have 4 living creatures (by the way, if that sounds strange, go read Ezekiel) 
o 4 horsemen of the apocalypse (Zach is talking about that next week) 

 
● 12: gates, tribes, angels, also foundations, names, apostles, tree with 12 kinds of fruit 

o 24 thrones and 24 elders (12 tribes and 12 apostles) 
 
How does this help? 
 
1. What's the deal with the mark of the beast?  

o This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it 
is the number of a man, and his number is 666. (Revelation 13:18) 

o Come back next week for a surprise reveal!!! 
 

2. What's the deal with the 1260 days? (Rev 11 and 12) 
o Does that refer to 3.5 years of future tribulation? 
o Or is it past such as  

▪ Nero sending troops to the burning of the temple in August 70 AD.  
▪ Antiochus Epiphanes persecuted the Jewish people by defiling the temple.  
▪ Nero’s persecution of the church. 

o Or is it symbolic? 
▪ Drought during the ministry of Elijah in 1 Kings 17-18. 
▪ 42 years in the wilderness (two years before judgment) 
▪ What if John (& Daniel) is not attempting to tell us how long he will rule, as if specifying 

a period that is chronologically precise? It is not the length but the kind of time that is 
meant. In other words, 3.5 years/42 months/1260 days are not a description of the 
chronological quantity of the period but rather of its spiritual & theological quality. 

 
3. What's the deal with the 144,000? What is the significance of 12 x 12 x 1000?  

 
4. What's the deal with the millennium? 
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What's the deal with the millennium? 
 
● Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit & a 

great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil & Satan, & bound him for a 
thousand years, & threw him into the pit, & shut it & sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the 
nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 
Then I saw thrones, & seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I 
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and 
those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or 
their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not 
come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one 
who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of 
God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. (Revelation 20:1–6) 

 
● We will spend 3 weeks on this! 
 
 
What's the deal with Revelation? 
 
3 Themes 
 
Revelation is about the Kingdom of God. 
 

● Babylon/Rome: harlot, corrupts and deceives the nations, rules over kings, abominations and 
falsehood, nations drunk with Babylon's wine, God calls to come out of Babylon 

● Jerusalem: chaste bride, nations walk by her light, kings bring their glory in, no abominations or 
falsehood, water and tree of life for healing of nations, God calls to come in to Jerusalem 

● Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom 
of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and 
ever.” (Revelation 11:15)  

● And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you 
were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign 
on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9–10)  

 
Revelation is about the holiness of God. 
 

● And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and 
day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and 
is to come!” (Revelation 4:8)  

 
Revelation is about the lordship of Jesus. 
 

● Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow 
servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. (Revelation 19:10)  

● Images: slaughtered lamb, majestic lion, conquering warrior, alpha and omega 
● Revelation is answering this question: who is Lord? 
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12 Tips on reading the book of Revelation 
  
1. Read it in its correct genre. Revelation is not only a prophecy but also a letter & an apocalyptic 

writing. Apocalyptic literature looks forward to a day when God will judge the wicked & vindicate His 
people. 

 
2. Make sure your interpretation would work for Jewish Christians living under Roman domination 

2,000 years ago. Making the locusts into apache helicopters or the red dragon represent the nation of 
China would be a tough sell in the first century. 

 
3. Not everything in Revelation is in the future. It was written to churches in the past. 
 
4. Not everything in Revelation happened in the past. We are still waiting on the second coming of Christ 

as well as the end of all things. 
 
5. Not everything is merely symbolic. There are actual events that occur in history within this book. 
 
6. Allow Revelation to interpret itself. Instead of guessing what the lampstands are, allow John to tell 

you (Rev. 1:20). 
 
7. Do not read it as if it is a code. The genre of Revelation is highly symbolic and contains a lot of 

imagery. This does not make the meaning of the book less “literal”; it merely means we have to use 
caution in interpreting the symbols. 

 
8. Interpret the symbols in Revelation in light of the Old Testament, especially Ezekiel and Daniel. 

Instead of opening your newspaper to find out who you think the four horsemen are, open to 
Zechariah 6. Instead of guessing who the beast is, look for clues in Daniel 7. 

 
9. Revelation uses figurative language to describe literal events. 
 
10. Use good resources. The Left Behind series may be entertaining, but it presents an interpretation of 

the book of Revelation that no one in all of church history ever held until the late 1800s. It is better to 
use scholarly commentaries. 

 
11. Try not to come to the book with preconceived notions. For example, the word “antichrist” doesn’t 

occur in Revelation at all. We have to guard against trying to fulfill an agenda or to confirm our 
suspicions about Iraq so that we may interpret it correctly. 

 
12. The book of Revelation is all about Jesus. The point of Revelation is to encourage believers under the 

domination of Rome to persevere and stay faithful to King Jesus because, although they are suffering 
now and future Christians will suffer as well, Jesus will one day come back to judge His enemies and 
rescue His followers. 
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