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Biblical Passages | ζωὴ αἰώνιος (zoe aionios) 
 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. (John 3:16)  
 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the 

wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36)  
 
Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does 

not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. (John 5:24)  
 
And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. (John 

17:3)  
 
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 

sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:22–23)  

 
For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the 

Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. (Galatians 6:8)  
 
And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life. (1 John 2:25)  
 
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have 

eternal life. (1 John 5:13)  
 
12 Things to Know about Eternal Life 
 
1. The Bible commands us to think about eternal life. 
 
Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man 

will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” (John 6:27)  
 
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which 

you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. (1 Timothy 6:12)  
 
Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 

and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. (Philippians 3:13–15)  

 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you 
also will appear with him in glory. (Colossians 3:1–4)  
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2. What we believe about eternal life affects how we live now. 
 
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things 
that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. (2 Cor 4:16–18)  

 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. 

For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While 
people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as 
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, 
brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. 
We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake 
and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. But 
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 
helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. (1 Thess 5:1–11)  

 
How does eschatology affect sanctification, ethics, etc.? 
 
Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly desolate, declares the Lord, for my people have 

committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for 
themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water. (Jeremiah 2:12–13)  

 
 
3. Since Scripture is progressively revealed, eternal life is much clearer in the New Testament. 
 
Expansion motif from Old to New: land, king, nation, sacrifice, life 
 
Shadow vs. substance 
 
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it 

can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who 
draw near. (Hebrews 10:1)  

 
They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was 

instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown 
you on the mountain.” But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent 
than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 
(Hebrews 8:5–6)  

 
Hints in OT 
 
Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy! For your 

dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead. (Isaiah 26:19)  
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And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. (Daniel 12:2)  

 
This is the path of those who have foolish confidence; yet after them people approve of their boasts. Selah 

Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; death shall be their shepherd, and the upright shall rule 
over them in the morning. Their form shall be consumed in Sheol, with no place to dwell. But God 
will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me. Selah (Psalm 49:13–15)  

 
 
4. As with most aspects of the kingdom and eschatology, eternal life is already, but not yet. 
 

"Inaugurated eschatology"  
 
 
Present 
 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the 

wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36)  
 
And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. (John 

17:3)  
 
Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does 

not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. (John 5:24)  
 
Future 
 
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. (Matthew 25:46)  
 
And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents 

or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times more in this time, 
and in the age to come eternal life.” (Luke 18:29–30)  

 
He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory 

and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life… (Romans 2:6–7)  
 
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 

sanctification and its end, eternal life. (Romans 6:22)  
 
 
 

5. As death took place in two stages, so does life. 
 

Genesis: "In the day you eat of it, you shall die."  
 
Physical and spiritual death 
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6. The promise of eternal life doesn't mean that we don't die. 
 
For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for 

us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. (1 Thessalonians 5:9–10)  
 
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. (1 Corinthians 15:18)  
 
Why do we still die?  

 
When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to 

pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O 
death, where is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:54–55)  

 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the 

firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. (1 
Corinthians 15:22–26)  

 
 
 
7. Eternal life concerns aspects of continuity and discontinuity. 
  
 
 
 
8. Eternal life is one of the results of redemption, forgiveness, and justification.  
 
Ordo salutis 
 
Predestined – effectually called – regenerated – believe – justified, redeemed, forgiven – glorified 

 
 
 
 
9. Eternal life does not ultimately take place in heaven.  
 
Two stages of life after death.  
 

● Intermediate state. Had entire class on that. What happens between death and resurrection. We 
go to heaven where Scripture describes us as naked. Why? Because we don't have bodies yet. 
Until the resurrection. 

 
● Eternal state. "Life after life after death" – NT Wright 

 
But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 

dwells. (2 Peter 3:13)  
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:1–4)  

 
 
 
10. Eternal life is both quantitative and qualitative.  
 
 
Quantitative: how long? 
 
 
 
Qualitative: how good? 
 
 
 
"Life in Scripture, is never mere existence, and death is never the same as annihilation." (Bavink) 

 
 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. (Amazing Grace) 

 
 

 
 
 

11. Eternal life is joy's eternal increase.  
 
 
 
You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore. (Psalm 16:11)  
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12. Living forever is not the ultimate goal.  
 
 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God 

and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of 
life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on 
their foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God 
will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. (Revelation 22:1-5)  
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