
The Fate of the Unrighteous: Eternal Condemnation 
 

Intro:  
 
Definition: “Hell is a place of eternal conscious punishment for the wicked.” –Wayne 
Grudem 
 
“In the consummation, Satan, with his hosts and all those outside Christ, will be finally, 
fully, and forever separated from the benevolent presence of God, enduring eternal 
conscious punishment.” –The Parkway Church, Statement of Faith 
 
Notice: 

1. Satan and demons will receive condemnation. 
2. Non-Christians will receive condemnation. 
3. They will be separated from God’s benevolent presence (but remain under his 
wrathful presence). 
4. The punishment is eternal (it never ends). 
5. The pain of the punishment is eternal (“conscious punishment”). 

 
New Testament Terminology 
 
Pre Judgment Day 
 

Hades – “hades” – a place for the dead described as a shadowy netherworld. It is 
similar to the Hebrew idea of “Sheol.” It is not the same as our modern concept of  
“hell.” 

 
Phylakē – “underworld” – similar to Hades. 
 
Abyssos – “abyss” – a pit where the wicked wait for judgment. 

 
Post Judgment Day 

 
Gehenna – “hell” – a place of punishment for the wicked after judgment. Based 
on the Valley of Ben Hinnom, which was a burning trash site outside of 
Jerusalem. It was also a place where people used to practice child sacrifice under 
the reigns of Ahaz and Manasseh. 
 
Tartaros – “hell” – thought of by the Greeks as the place lower than hades where 
the wicked were punished.  

 
Tēn limēn tou pyros – “the lake of fire” – the place of eternal, physical torment for 
the devil and non-Christians after the resurrection. 

 
The wicked will be judged and condemned  
 



Revelation 20:12–15 - And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the 
book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, 
according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, 
Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each 
one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if 
anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire.  

 
Acts 17:30–31 - The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands 
all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he 
has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”  

 
Romans 2:5 - But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up 
wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be 
revealed.  

 
2 Peter 2:9 - then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep 
the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment,  

 
Matthew 12:36–37 - I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account 
for every careless word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and 
by your words you will be condemned.”  

 
Condemnation will consist of intense psychological and physical torment 
 

Matthew 10:28 - And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.  
 
Matthew 25:30 - And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  
 
Mark 9:47–48 - And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to 
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 
‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’  
 
Luke 16:24 - And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in 
anguish in this flame.’  
 
Revelation 14:10–11 - he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full 
strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in 
the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke 
of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, 



these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its 
name.” 
 

"Now, do not begin telling me that this is metaphorical fire: who cares for 
that? If a man were to threaten to give me a metaphorical blow on the 
head, I should care very little about it; he would be welcome to give me as 
many as he pleased. And what say the wicked? “We do not care about 
metaphorical fires.” But they are real, sir—yes, as real as yourself. There 
is a real fire in hell, as truly as you have now a real body—a fire exactly 
like that which we have on earth in everything except this—that it will not 
consume, though it will torture you." –Charles Spurgeon 

 
The conscious experience of pain in condemnation lasts forever 
 

Matthew 25:46 - And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.”  
 
2 Thessalonians 1:9 - They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,  

 
Revelation 14:10–11 - he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full 
strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in 
the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke 
of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, 
these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its 
name.” 

 
Mark 9:47–48 - And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to 
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 
‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’  
 
Jude 7 - just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise 
indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example 
by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.  

 
Annihilationism  
 

The belief that lost people will eventually be annihilated (i.e. cease to exist) rather 
than undergoing the eternal conscious torment of hell. Some Evangelicals hold 
this position, but it is not the historic position of either Protestant or Catholic 
Christianity. Modern proponents are those such as Clark Pinnock, John Wenham, 
and, most famously, John Stott. It is the official position of the Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church. 
 
“I was led to question the traditional belief in everlasting conscious torment 
because of moral revulsion and broader theological considerations, not first of all 



on scriptural grounds. It just does not make any sense to say that a God of love 
will torture people forever for sins done in the context of a finite life . . . It's time 
for Evangelicals to come out and say that the biblical and morally appropriate 
doctrine of hell is annihilation, not everlasting torment.” –Clark Pinnock 
 
Hell Under Fire by Chris Morgan is a great resource refuting Annihilationism 

 
Arguments for Annihilationism followed by refutations of that position 
 
1. What is “eternal” about a lost person’s punishment is that they don’t exist forever, not 
their conscious experience of pain. 
 

That is just not true and not what the texts actually say. Notice that it is not the 
fact that someone doesn’t exist forever that is the punishment, it is the fact that 
they feel pain forever that is the punishment. 

 
Revelation 14:10–11 - he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full 
strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in 
the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke 
of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, 
these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its 
name. 

 
Notice in this text: 1. They continue to exist forever. 2. They have no rest ever (so 
they don’t cease to exist). 3. It’s not just that their smoke goes up forever, but the 
smoke of their torment - their pain - goes up forever and ever. 4. Something that 
doesn’t exist has no qualities, so a non-existing person cannot have “smoke.”  
 
(Also notice that evil humans have the same fate as the devil and demons. If you 
think humans are annihilated you have to hold the save view for the devil). 

 
2. The idea of an immortal soul is a Greek idea and not something taught in the Bible. 
 

Only God inherently possesses immortality (1 Tim 6:16); that is true. However, 
this statement misses the point. God can keep people existing eternally in 
judgment just like he keeps people existing eternally who are saved. We are not 
inherently immortal, but God can keep us existing forever. 

 
3. In the Bible words like “forever” and “eternal” don’t always literally mean “forever” 
and “eternal.” 

 
There are times when the words “forever” and “eternal” are used somewhat 
metaphorically to mean something like “a long time” or “in the age to come.” 
However, the way that one knows if the word “eternal” is being used literally or 
metaphorically is due to context. Consider the following passage: 
 



Matthew 25:46 - “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.” 
 
Here, the word “eternal” clearly means that the torment never ends because the 
very next line (in parallel, using the exact same Greek word) means that the 
blessing of the faithful never ends. To say it another way, if the punishment is not 
really eternal, then the state of the redeemed is also not eternal. 
 
In Revelation 14:11 the context shows that the word “forever” literally means 
forever because it says 1. “forever and ever” (which modifies the phrase to 
emphasize its eternal duration) and 2. It modifies the torment by saying that they 
have “no rest, day or night.” 
 
“Life, in Scripture, is never mere existence, and death is never the same as 
annihilation.” –Herman Bavink 

 
4. There are passages in the Bible that talk about judgment using terms that sound finite 
like “destruction,” “death,” “perish,” and others. 

 
This is true! But again it misses the point. The question is not, “does the Bible 
uses terms such as ‘destroy,’” but rather, “when the Bible uses terms such as 
‘destroy’ should we think this means annihilate?” If we come across the word 
“perish,” or “death” or “destroy” we have to ask ourselves if this destruction is 
meant to be finite or infinite. For example, consider 2 Thessalonians 1:9:  

 
2 Thessalonians 1:9 - They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,  

 
We may think that the word “destruction” means that non-believers will be 
annihilated until we see that it says they have an *eternal destruction.* The 
punishment is “destruction” in the sense of judgment and not in the sense that the 
person is destroyed out of existence. 

 
5. It would be unjust or unloving for God to eternally torment finite creatures who 
commit temporal sins. 

 
It is not unjust or unloving because the “finiteness” of the creature or the 
“finiteness” of the sin is not the issue. The issue is that the sin is committed 
against an eternal being (God). God can punish people eternally since their sins 
were committed against an eternal God. When someone thinks that sinners don’t 
deserve eternal torment it is only because they either don’t understand the vileness 
of sin or the holiness of God. God is so holy (and sin is so bad) that eternal torture 
is exactly what it merits. 
 
The objection that eternal torment does not sync with a loving God is typically 
made more on emotional than exegetical grounds. We don’t like the idea that 



people we love will be tormented forever. Someone could suffer for trillions of 
years and they are no closer to being done with their sentence than when they first 
began. This is a difficult doctrine! It is easy to see why we don’t want it to be true. 
But if it is taught in the Bible (as I believe it is), then it is actually what is best for 
God’s glory. 

 
6. The eternal lake of fire is just for the death and Hades (and maybe even the devil) but 
not for humans. 
 

This is not factually correct. Those in the lake of fire are those humans who 
followed the beast (Rev 14:11) and humans whose name was not found to be in 
the Lamb’s book of life (Rev 20:15). Revelation 21:8 names explicitly who the 
lake of fire is for: “…the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, 
the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the 
lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 

 
7. Fire burns things up so they cease to exist. 

 
Think about how strange this argument is. It basically says, “because fire burns 
things up on earth it must do the same in eternity.” But this is not correct. Worms 
die on earth (but not in Mark 9). Fire goes out on earth (but not in Mark 9). If 
those two things are eternal for the damned then why would torment not be as 
well? This argument misunderstands how analogies work in scripture. Also, as we 
have already seen, the fire doesn’t completely annihilate the lost because their 
smoke goes up “forever and ever” (Rev 14:11). 

 
Conclusion 
 
Hell is meant to be scary. It is meant to get our attention and show us how holy God is. 
 
But…if you are a Christian you do not have to worry about hell. There is no hell for 
believers! 
 

John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  
 
John 10:28 - I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand.  
 
Revelation 21:3–4 - And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  

 
	


