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How Will Christ Return? 
 

Christ will return suddenly, personally, bodily, and visibly as our 
conquering King.  
 
 

1. Christ will return suddenly 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 24:36-39, 44 - “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. For as were the days of Noah, 
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah 
entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all 
away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man…Therefore you also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:2-3 - For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is peace and 
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
 
-- 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:2-6 - For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is peace and 
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, 
for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of 
the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others 
do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 
 
Matthew 24:45-51 – “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has 
set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that 
servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will 
set him over all his possessions. But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master 
is delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with 
drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him 
and at an hour he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put him with the 
hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
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“What we do must give evidence of who we are.” – Herman Bavinck 
 

2. Christ will return personally 
 
 
 
 
John 14:1-3 - “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16 - For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. 
 
Acts 1:9-11 - And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into 
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes,  and said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
Hebrews 9:28 - …so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 
appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting 
for him. 
 
Revelation 5:1-5 - Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a 
scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty 
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its 
seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the 
scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy 
to open the scroll or to look into it. And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; 
behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he 
can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

 
 

3. Christ will return bodily 
 
 
 

Philippians 3:20-21 - But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, 
by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
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John 20:27-28 - Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; 
and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
 
Acts 1:9-11 - And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into 
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
Revelation 21:1-4 - Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
 
John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
John 2:19-21 - Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and 
will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 

 
 

4. Christ will return visibly 
 

Colossians 3:4 - When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. 

 
Hebrews 9:26–28 - But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  And just as it is appointed for man to 
die once, and after that comes judgment,  so Christ, having been offered once to 
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save 
those who are eagerly waiting for him. 
 
Revelation 1:7 - Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of 
him. Even so. Amen. 
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Matthew 24:23-27 - Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or 
‘There he is!’ do not believe it.  For false christs and false prophets will arise and 
perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 
See, I have told you beforehand. So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the 
wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not 
believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, 
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

 
 

5. Christ will return as our conquering King 
 


