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Why Don’t We Evangelize?

Why Should We Evangelize? (N.O.W))
I.  Their Need: the stakes are infinitely high

' You were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience; > amon ¢ whom we all
once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Ephesians 2:1-3)

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Corinthians 4:4)

! There were some present at that very time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled
with their sacrifices. 2 And be answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the

other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 7 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise

perish. * Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse
offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem?” No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish.” (Luke 13:1-5)

2 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 3 slanderers, baters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of

evil, disobedient to parents, 7 foolish, faithless, beartless, ruthless. (Romans 1:29-31)
[The wicked] will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. (Matthew 25:46)
> Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inberit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the

sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 1 07 thieves, nor the greedy,

nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inberit the kingdom of God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-10)

A Biblical Description of Unbelievers

® Dead e Unrighteous

e Following Satan/ enemies of God ® Excluded from the Kingdom of God
e Living in the passions of their flesh ® Slaves to sin

e Blind e Children of wrath
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“There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations -
these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with,

marry, snub and exploit—immortal horrors or everlasting splendors.” - CS Lewis

“If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our dead bodies. And if they perish, let them perish
with our arms wrapped about their knees, imploring them to stay. If Hell must be filled, let it be filled in the

teeth of our exertions, and let not one go unwarned and unprayed for.” - Charles Spurgeon
My Obedience: Jesus’ command is abundantly clear

8 411 authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 2 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2 teachin g them to observe all that
1 have commanded you. And bebold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18-20)

In your hearts bonor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for
a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect. (1 Peter 3:15)

And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” (Mark 1:17)

¥ Then he said to bis disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; = therefore pray earnestly to the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)

Y And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles...4 Now those who were scattered went about

preaching the word. (Acts 8:1-4)

2 In Christ God was reconcilin ¢ the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to
us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.
We implore you on bebalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:19-20)

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for bis own possession, that you may proclaim the

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into bis marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9)
God’s Worth: our God is unimaginably beautiful

“Missions [/evangelism] is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions [/evangelism] exists
because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate...Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal of missions
[/evangelism]...because we simply aim to bring the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of God’s glory.”
- John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad!



' In the year that King Uzziab died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his
robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each bad six wings: with two he covered his face, and with
two he covered his feet, and with two be flew. > And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, boly is the Lord of
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory! % And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who
called, and the house was filled with smoke. 3 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes bave seen the King, the Lord of hosts! ¢ Then
one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that be had taken with tongs from the altar. 7
And be touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this bas touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin
atoned for. ”8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said,
“Here I am! Send me.” (Isaiah 6:1-8)

! You were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience; > among whom we all
once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, € were by nature children
of wrath, like the rest of mankind. *But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which be loved us,’
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-by grace you have been saved—°and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the beavenly places in Christ Jesus, " so that in the coming ages he

might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:1-7)

” Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Don’t be deceived: neither the
sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 o7 thieves, nor the greedy,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inberit the kingdom of God. " And such were some of you. But you
were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our
God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11)

“I believe one of the greatest hindrances to evangelism is fear. Or, more accurately, a lack of fear...Our absence
of appropriate fear is actually part of the problem. The solution...is to fight fear with fear—to grow in our fear

of God and our fear for (not of) our fellow man” - Elliot Clark

How Should We Evangelize?

I.
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Urgently: their need is desperate

0 We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that cach one may receive what is due for what be bas
done in the body, whether good or evil. i Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others..”’ We
implore you on bebalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:10-11, 20)

Intentionally: Jesus has given an active command



“For Jesus’s disciples the call to be “fishers of men” didn’t conjure images of a leisurely weekend on the shore
passively waiting for a bite. They understood fishing to be a labor. It involved risk and implied a proactive

approach of launching out with nets to claim a catch” - Elliot Clark
III.  Joyfully: God is worthy of all praise

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore. (Psalm 16:11)

IV.  Clearly: it’s not evangelism if we don’t communicate the evangel (gospel)

The Gospel is...

e “The holy God sent his perfect Son to save helpless sinners.”

® “The good news that God is re-establishing his Kingdom and redeeming humanity & creation from
sin, through the person and work of Jesus, so that we might glorify and enjoy Him forever.”

® “The one and only God, who is holy, made us in his image to know him. But we sinned and cut
ourselves off from him. In his great love, God became a man in Jesus, lived a perfect life, and died on
the cross, thus fulfilling the law himself and taking on himself the punishment for the sins of all those
who would ever turn and trust in him. He rose again from the dead, showing that God accepted
Christ's sacrifice and that God's wrath against us had been exhausted. He now calls us to repent of our
sins and to trust in Christ alone for our forgiveness. If we repent of our sins and trust in Christ, we are
born again into a new life, an eternal life with God.”

® God-Man-Christ-Response

V.  Prayerfully: only God can make dead hearts beat

" For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 5 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, e
that according to the riches of bis glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through bis Spirit in your
inner being, 7 50 that Christ may dwell in your bearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, *® may have strength to comprebend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
2 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
(Ephesians 3:14-19)

% T will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the beart of stone from
your flesh and give you a beart of flesh. ? And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes and be careful to obey my rules. (Ezekiel 36:24-27)

> At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ,
on account of which I am in prison—" that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. (Colossians 4:3-4)
4
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Ecclesiologically: use the church

No one has ever seen God, but God the only Son has made him known (John 1:19)

No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and bis love is perfected in us. (1 John 4:12)
Strategically: find overlaps... then draw a line in the sand

* Paul, standin g in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very
religious. P ForasI passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this
inscription: “To the unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. “ The God who
made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, »
nor is be served by buman hands, as though he needed anything, since be himself gives to all mankind life and
breath and cverything. * And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth,
having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, ” that they should seck God, and
perbaps feel their way toward him and find bim. Yet be is actually not far from each one of us, ** for In him we

live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are indeed bis offspring.”

*? Bein ¢ then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image
formed by the art and imagination of man.* The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all
peaple everywhere to repent, > because be has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a
man whom he has appointed; and of this e has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

(Acts 17:22-31)

Comprehensively: good works should accompany an evangelistic life

Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

? Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not

argumentative, 1 ot pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of
God our Savior. (Titus 2:9-10)

! Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won

without a word by the conduct of their wives, ° when they see your respectful and pure conduct. (1 Peter 3:1-2)

5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, makin ¢ the best use of the time. ¢ Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned

with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person. (Colossians 4:5-6)



