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1. Review of Salvation: Life in the Son

Learning Objective: Belief to Action
We have eternal security through being kept by Jesus, but this belief does not exonerate us from
daily submission and obedience. Salvation is an ongoing process until we are glorified.
Mark 13:13 (ESV): 13 And you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who
endures to the end will be saved.

Theological understanding. The eternal security debate.
I. We are running a race.

● 1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (ESV): Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but
only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises
self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an
imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But
I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself
should be disqualified.

● What is the problem? Why don’t we all agree?

II. 1647 Westminster Confession
CHAPTER 17: Of the Perseverance of the Saints
1. They whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, effectually called and sanctified by
his Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace; but shall
certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved.a

a. John 10:28-29; Phil 1:6; 1 Pet 1:5, 9; 2 Pet 1:10; 1 John 3:9.
2. This perseverance of the saints depends, not upon their own free will, but upon the
immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of
God the Father;a upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ;b the
abiding of the Spirit and of the seed of God within them;c and the nature of the
covenant of grace:d from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof.e

a. Jer 31:3; 2 Tim 2:18-19. • b. Luke 22:32; John 17:11, 24; Heb
7:25; 9:12-15; 10:10, 14; 13:20-21; Rom 8:33-39. • c. John 14:16-17; 1 John 2:27; 3:9. •
d. Jer 32:40. • e. John 10:28; 2 Thes 3:3; 1 John 2:19.

3. Nevertheless they may, through the temptations of Satan and of the world, the
prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of their
preservation, fall into grievous sins;a and for a time continue therein:b whereby they
incur God’s displeasure,c and grieve his Holy Spirit;d come to be deprived of some
measure of their graces and comforts;e have their hearts hardened,f and their
consciences wounded;g hurt and scandalize others,h and bring temporal judgments upon
themselves.i
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*taken from book “Race set before us”

III. Baptist Faith and Message 2000 (www.sbc.net)
God’s Purpose of Grace

Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies,
sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man, and
comprehends all the means in connection with the end. It is the glorious display of
God’s sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes
boasting and promotes humility.
All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and
sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere
to the end. Believers may fall into sin through neglect and temptation, whereby they
grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring reproach on the cause of
Christ and temporal judgments on themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation. 
Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah
31:31ff.; Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34; Luke
1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; John
1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45,65; 10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans
5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28; Ephesians
1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy
1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39–12:2; James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John
1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2.

*taken from book “Race set before us”
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IV. Assembly of God (www.ag.org)

The following biblical teachings sustain and guide the believer’s growing maturity and
perseverance in their relationship with Christ.

Salvation is available for every person (Luke 19:10; John 3:16; Romans 10:11–13;
Hebrews 2:9; 2 Peter 3:9; Revelation 22:17).

Salvation is received and assured through faith (Romans 3:28; Galatians 2:20–21;
Ephesians 2:8; Philippians 3:9; Hebrews 10:38; 1 Peter 1:5).

Salvation is an ongoing conflict with temptation and sin (Romans 1:32; 1 Corinthians
3:1–3, 5–8; 5:9–13; Hebrews 3:12–14; 12:1; 1 John 1:8; 3:8).

The believer’s salvation may be forfeited or abandoned by willfully turning away from
Christ (John 17:12; 1 Timothy 4:1; 5:12, 15; Hebrews 6:4–6, 10:26–27, 38; 2 Peter
2:20; 1 John 5:16).

*taken from book “Race set before us”

V. What are we all trying to figure out?
a. Jonah 2:9 (ESV): But I with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I

have vowed I will pay. Salvation belongs to the Lord!”
b. Ephesians 2:8 (ESV): 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this

is not your own doing; it is the gift of God
c. The end describes the beginning, which influences the present.
d. ”Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his

presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the
dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by
what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave
up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them,
and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then
Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the



lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he
was thrown into the lake of fire.“ Revelation 20:11-15 ESV

e. ”And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown
into the lake of fire.“ Revelation 20:15 ESV

f. The sin problem:
i. Paul and Thessalonians- why is he so worried?

1. ”Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be
left behind at Athens alone, and we sent Timothy, our brother and
God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you
in your faith, that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you
yourselves know that we are destined for this. For when we were
with you, we kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer
affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just as you know. For this
reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your
faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our
labor would be in vain.“ 1 Thessalonians 3:1-5 ESV

ii. 1 John 2:1–6 (ESV) Love for the flock
1. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may

not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep
his commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not
keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but
whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected.
By this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides
in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

VI. How then do we know our salvation is preserved?
● Mark 13:13 (ESV): 13 And you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who

endures to the end will be saved.
5278. ὑπομένω hupŏmĕnō, have fortitude, persevere:—abide, endure, (take) patient (-ly),
suffer, tarry behind. (Strong’s Concordance)

1. What is to keep?
● The process of Keeping
5442. φυλάσσω phulassō, through the idea of isolation; to watch, i.e. be on guard (lit. or
fig.); by impl. to preserve, obey, avoid:—beware, keep (self), observe, save. comp. 5083.
(Strong’s Concordance)

2. How are we kept?
● Kept for Jesus

a. Jude 1 (ESV): Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those
who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:



b. ”For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers.“. Romans 8:29 ESV

c. ”And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.“ 2 Corinthians 3:18 ESV

● Kept by Jesus
a. Jude 24 (ESV)  Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to

present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy,
b. John 10:27–30 (ESV): 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they

follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one
will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.
30 I and the Father are one.”

● Kept for our inheritance
a. 1 Peter 1:4–5 (ESV): 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being guarded
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Psalm 121:1-8

”I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not
slumber. Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper;
the Lord is your shade on your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by
night. The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The Lord will keep your
going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.“
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