
When Will Christ Return? 
 

Intro: 
 
“The consummation of all things includes the future, physical, visible, personal, and 
glorious return of Jesus Christ, the bodily resurrection of the dead, the translation of those 
alive in Christ, the judgment of the just and the unjust, and the fulfillment of Christ’s 
kingdom in the new heavens and the new earth.” – The Parkway Church, Statement of 
Faith 
 
“He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.” –The Apostle’s Creed 
 
“The return of Christ is a sudden, personal, visible, bodily return of Jesus Christ to the 
earth at an undisclosed time in the future.” –Wayne Grudem 
 
We do not know the date of Christ’s return 
 

Matthew 24:44 - Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
at an hour you do not expect. (why I knew the year 2000 was not the end of the 
world) 
 
Matthew 24:50 - the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not 
expect him and at an hour he does not know  
 
Matthew 25:13 - Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.  
 
Mark 13:32–33 -  “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. 
For you do not know when the time will come.  
 
1 Thessalonians 5:2–4 - For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is peace 
and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come 
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, 
brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.  
 
Revelation 3:3 - Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and 
repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at 
what hour I will come against you.  
 
Isaiah 46:9–10 - remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no 
other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning 
and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I 
will accomplish all my purpose,’  

 



 
Clarifications on this idea 
 

1. The Bible nowhere gives us even a hint regarding the date of the second 
coming. 
 
2. The Bible is not to be treated as a strange book of secret codes whereby you 
can calculate the date of Christ’s return. 
 
3. When the text says we do not know the “day” or the “hour” that does NOT 
mean you can know the week, month, or year. 
 
4. 100% of people who have predicted the date of the end of the world have been 
wrong. 
 
5. People who try to predict the date of the end of the world always forget that we 
in the west are a day behind the other half of the globe. When it is June 2 in 
China, it is only June 1 in Texas, etc.  
 
6. If you knew the date Christ was coming back you would act strange and 
panicky instead of doing what God wants you to do (which is to act 
normal/faithful). 

 
Some passages that seem to say that Christ is coming back soon 
 

Hebrews 10:37 - For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will 
not delay;  
 
Revelation 22:7 - “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps 
the words of the prophecy of this book.”  
 
Matthew 24:48–51 - But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is 
delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with 
drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect 
him and at an hour he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put him with 
the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
 
Revelation 22:20 - He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming 
soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  
 
Mark 13:30 - Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things take place.  

 
Some passages that seem to say that Christ is not coming back soon 
 



(regarding the parable of the talents) Matthew 25:19 - Now after a long time the 
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  
 
Luke 19:11 - As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because 
he was near to Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God 
was to appear immediately. (notice that Jesus corrects their idea that the end is 
near) 

 
2 Peter 3:3–4; 8-9 - knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last 
days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. They will say, “Where is 
the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are 
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.”…But do not overlook 
this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but 
that all should reach repentance.  

 
-Not to mention the historical fact that is has been 2,000 years since Christ 
was raised! This proves that he did not come back “soon” (at least not 
from the perspective of his first-century audience). 

 
Things that must happen before Christ comes back 
 

1. The Gospel must be preached to all nations. 
 

 Mark 13:10 - And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations.  
 
 2. A “Great Tribulation” must occur. 
 

Mark 13:7–8 - And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be 
alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes 
in various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the 
birth pains.  
 
Mark 13:19–20 - For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not 
been from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, and 
never will be. And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being 
would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he 
shortened the days.  

 
3. False “christs” and false “prophets” must work signs and wonders. 

 
Matthew 24:24 - For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform 
great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.  

 



4. Signs will occur in the heavens. 
 

Mark 13:24–26 - “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling 
from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they 
will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.  

  
5. A “Man of Lawlessness” will come and encourage rebellion. 

 
2 Thessalonians 2:1–10 - Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to 
be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, 
or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has 
come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, 
unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-
called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of 
God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember that when I 
was still with you I told you these things? And you know what is 
restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. For the 
mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it 
will do so until he is out of the way. And then the lawless one will be 
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and 
bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. The coming of the 
lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and 
wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, 
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  

  
6. Many ethnic Jews will repent and trust Jesus. 

 
Romans 11:25–26 - Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you 
to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon 
Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all 
Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, 
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;  

 
Can Jesus return at any time? Possible solutions: 
 

1. Jesus could not actually come back at any time. His coming is impending but 
not “immanent.” (the problem with this view) 
 
2. Jesus could come back at any time because all these events have already taken 
place. The preterist view. (the problem with this view)  
 
3. Jesus could come back once to rapture Christians (and that could be at any 
time) but his real second coming would have to wait until all these things above 



have happened. The dispensational view. (the problem with this view) 
 
4. What I believe to be the correct view: “Because we don’t know if these ‘end-
times’ events have already happened or not, then we should be ready for Christ’s 
return at any time.” (the benefits of this view) 

 
Examples 

 
1. Has the Gospel been preached to all nations? Does this mean every single 
person or just nations generally or just Gentiles generally? 
 
2. Has the “Great Tribulation” occurred? Was it what happened to the Jews in 
70A.D.? Was it some type of martyrdom by Christians in some period of church 
history? Is it some future event? Is it just a general title for all suffering that 
Christians experience in the church age? 
 
3. Have false christs and false prophets appeared? They certainly have, but how 
many have to come before this biblical prophecy is fulfilled? 
 
4. Have powerful signs in the heavens appeared? Is this literal? If not, and it is 
symbolic for major world events (which is how that language is used in Jewish 
apocalyptic literature), then how do we know when major political events have 
happened. They have happened a lot! 
 
5. Has the anti-Christ come? Was it Nero, as in the book of Revelation? Is it 
someone like the Pope (like the Reformers thought) or Hitler? What about the fact 
that 1 John says “many antichrists” have come. Is there more than one? 
 
6. Has Israel been saved in the Romans 11 sense? When will enough Jews be 
saved to fulfill this biblical prophecy? Is “Israel” in Romans 11 a reference to 
spiritual Israel, i.e. the church or to national Jews? 

 
A word of encouragement about the second coming 
 


